Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.055; wR factor = 0.162; data-to-parameter ratio = 9.6.
The title compound (systematic name: 3-methoxy-24-methyl-9,19-cyclolanost-25-ene), C 32 H 54 O, is a triterpenoid which has been isolated from Skimmia laureola. The three six-membered rings adopt chair, slightly distorted half-chair and distorted boat conformations, and the five-membered ring adopts an envelope conformation. All the rings are trans fused.
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For information on Skimmia laureola, see: Polunin & Stainton (1984) ; Bukingham (1982) ; Atta-ur-Rahman et al. (2002) . Fig. 1 . ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) drawing of (I) with displacement ellipsoids plotted at 30% probability level.
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